political science and international relations literature about the causes of European integration in general.
Taking the postwar period as a whole several questions have so far dominated discussions about France. Firstly, why, despite the success of their system of national economic planning, did the French agree to adopt the liberal framework of the European Economic Community? Secondly, why did they not agree to integrate defence? Thirdly, why was it that de Gaulle, the arch-opponent of supranationalism, was responsible for the most supranational of policies, the Common Agricultural Policy? And finally, why did the French agree to Economic and Monetary Union with its restrictive Growth and Stability Pact, rather than retain the flexibility of the European Monetary System? The debate in the literature, simplified here for heuristic purposes, is between those who argue that France's interest in European integration has been driven by the geopolitical imperative of reconciliation and co-existence with Germany 1 and those who claim that its primary purpose was to advance France's domestic policy choices, however they were defined. 2 Integration once under way was then extended either through a process of institutional spill-over 3 or through inter-governmental bargaining in which economic and commercial interests had priority. 
